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' To His GRACE, 


The DUXE of HAMILTOUN, &c, 
Knight of the Moſt NOBLE 
Order of the GARTER. 


The LORD LUNDIN Secretary Of 
STATE. 
The LORD COLLINGTOUN juſtice- 


CLERK. 


MAY ir pleaſe your Grace AND your Lordſhips, 
N Otwithanding , the moſt of Dedications give 


f 


Small ſecurity, to the Author or work; though 

made to perſons , of the greatei? intereſt, and 
Merit, the moi? of ſuch being publiſhed without erther 
their conſent or knowledge: And ſometimes without 
any Intereſt in the Patron, but what zs officconlly claim- 
ed, by the very work of the Addreſſors : Vet when I 
have occaſion totell the Wor 14, that this enſutng Sermon 
comes abroad by your Lordſhips expreſs Command; it. 
being delivered in your preſence ; And upon ſo Solemn 
ane occaſion: This cannot but overcome, the itrongeſt 
D:ſpuclinations, toit's publication nat calm 


| 229 juſtes# fears about it; It being impoſſible but ſogreat 
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Names muſt give it a Lufter ; And* ſuch too, as fhal 


make it's tollerable things acceptable, and the very. 


defets paſSant. 

Nezther have Ta flender foundation, for this my con 
jefure: For tho your Lordjhips [ingular erudition, ang 
uivacity, ſhould be denyed their juſt claim; which is 
a migety veneration to what vour Lordſhips grvue but th 

ſmaleſt encouragement-: Tet the incomparable Zeal an 
dexterity, whereby your Lordſhips bave managed the 
important affairs of your preſent truft, ſo incredibly 
fothe advantages, of adecayed Religion, and loyalty; 
zn this uneaſie corner; muſt needs R ſtrongly, mnfl.ume 
the affetions of all good Subjetts, as to reflet? amost 
compaſſionat A Pn rays preſumes upon the ſmal- 
eſt relation, to ſo noble Perſonages , andis ſlamped with 
ſo great and endearing an authority. | 

And therefore, whatever aver/ion, Tſo juftly entertain, 
fo publick appearances ; yet baving had the horour,to be 
ſo eminently publick, As your Lordſhips preſence muſt 
needs import; Tmake no ſcruple, to ſend this abroad 
(which is not agreater, but a further adventure) con«: 
cluding it, in ſome meaſure worthy, of the worlds wiew;! 
- and that it cannot miſſe, of agracious acceptance; there 
being acommand for it's publication laid by your Lords | 
ſhips, upon him, Who, in the profoundeſt veneration, of 
wour great honour, and vertues, 7s not more, by obl1g 4- 
tion of duty,then zealous inclination © affetFion of Gal 


May it pleaſe your Grace and your Lordſhips 


Your Locdſhips moſt affeRionatly devoted 
and Moſt Humble Servant, 


ALEXANDER ROSE. 
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| Almoſt thou perſevadeſt me to be a Chriſtain. 


A Chriftian, 


Owever great the concernment be that 
| allof us are under, to know the nature 
of Chriſtianity: ( this being the only 
folid ground of our prelent Hope and 
eternal joy ) yer the generall deport- 
ment of thoſe, who not only owne, but 
make ſpeciall claims , to-rhat gjorious 
character, muſt needs breed a jealouſte , 
and juſt ſuſpicion, in all conſidering perions; that there are 
bur very few who irame true notions of it, or rightiy com” 
prehend its nature: And therefore, ina duriſul tenclernets, 
and compailion, ro this degenerat age, I ſhall make ir my 
preſent task, to enquire into the nature of Chriſtianity,that 
men in ſome degree, may underſtand, what the thing really 
is, they pretend to be ; And then, irom it ſhal take mea- 
ſures, concerning thele particulars. 
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1. The different parties, ot our divided Z zo. 
2. The Malignancy of the National Sin of $ch:ſms. 
3. The Neceſlity of Ep:ſcopacy , tor ſupporting the 
Prime concernments of Chriſtzanity. | 
4. And Laſtly, Conclude all with abriet Application. 
As tothe Firſt, what Chriſtianity is? Our Bleſſed Re- 
ligion ſeems to have ſhared of that unhappy fate; which 
befell the Law of Moſes. It was ſo miſerably tranſtormed 
and corrupted, by the mifinterpretation, of pretending Hy- 
pocrites , thatit became more unlike it felt, then Ne&uc- 
hadneszar, in the Stall, was unlike himſelf, upon the 
Throne; ſo Chriſtianity, in ſome ſence, is like his image: 
For though it's Head, & higher times, was of pure Gold; yet 


as it wore down, it became the leſle fine, till at lengrthir's | 
» Dan, 2, turned to Iron and Clay : * The degeneracy of mens lives, 
32, 33, Suggeſting notions, very unworthy of it, And the general. 


lity of Chriſtians, in aconnivance, with their own Luſts; 
entertaining apprehenfions, infinitly below it's incompar. 
able purity,&finenels. 'But that we may have ſome ſure foot. 


ing; in this important enquiry, We muſt take notice, of the | 


ſeveral diſpenſations, and different Coverants, of God with 


man, And we ſhall find in each of theſe, there were ſome : 


peculiar commandments, God gave as a tryal of their obe- 
dience, and touch-ſtone,of their loyalty , which were more 
immediatly, and particularly recommendcd to them. For 
rt. When God made Adm, that little Colmography,and 
Mapp of the Univerſe , The ſpeciall Commandment, he 
gave him was- not to eat of the forbidden truit; not thar 
our Firſt Parents, were not enjoyn'd the obſervance, of all 
the Morall Law: tor obedicnce unto this, trom the firſt 
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| of it's commandments, unto the Laſt, and from the grcar- 
eſt, to rhe leaſt, was preſuppoſed; as antecedently enjoyn” 
ed, by the contexture of his nature, his very make, and 
frame: but this other, was the particular commandment, 
of that innocent diſpenſation, upon whoſe breach, or ob- 
ſervance, his continuing in, or caſting our, of Paradiſe,did 
molt immediartly ſtand as the event proved. 

The next diſpenſation wherein God enters into an Cx- 
preſle , and. explicite Covenant with Man was aiter the 
flood, with the great Patriarch Noah, who no doubr, lay 
| under irremoveable, and moſt conſtrugent obligations, to 
all Morall rectitude, in his deportment : and therefore his 
drunkeneſs, was his Fault ; tho in the Covenant there is 
| no expreſſe mention made of ſobriety: And Cham is delery- 
 edly Curſed, for diſcovering his Fathers nakedneſs : Not? 

withſtanding, there was no particular injunction concern- 
ing Reverence to Parents. Now for the DoQtine of Noa/fs 
diſpenſation tho the Ra#4zes ſpeak of ſeven Precepts, 


* | given tothe Sons of Noah, which is uncertain from Scrip- 
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ture : Yet it's fully certain from Ger. 9g. 4, and 6. 'There 
| were two, They ſhould not eat fleſh with the Blood; and 
not only abſtain from Murder ; but alſo Impartialy with- 
out any reſpect put him to death, who Ibrned his hands 
in his Brothers blood. Now theſe were the indiſpenſible 
precepts, and the peculiar Badges, of that diſpenſation, the 
more immediat touchitones, of their Homage, and loyairy 
to God, their mercitul deliverer, from that dreadful Dc- 
luge, that ſwallowed up the world. 

Again after this, God enters into a (ovenant with 
Abraham. And the ſpeciall matter cf that diſpenſation , 
A 4 Was 


was Circumciſion. Gen, 17. 10. and 12 13,14. Thiss | 
my Cwerart, which we ſhall teep between me, and you, N 
* and thy ſeed after thee: Every man-child amongſt you | 
fall be Greumcaled, and every one that is born in thy | 
houſe, or bought with ihy money mud} needs be circum-| 
ciſed, ahd my Covenant ſhall be in your fleſh, for an ever | ,, 
} iffi'g Covenant : And every uncrcumceſed man-child | ;1, 
ſhall be cat off from among his Pesple: for he hath brok« | | 
en my Covenaiit, Iemay leem harth, and ſevere, to infi& |;h, 
ſo ſore a puniſhment, tor ſo {mall a fault; and ſomething | j++, 
unequall, that Moral delinquencies , ſhould eſcape more | jy 
lightly, then this ſcemingly more innocent, and bare omiſ= | py 
fion; but the matter is , Circumciſion being the ſpeciall | D, 
cognizance , and criticail Teſſcra, muſt be meaſured, by | ras 
it's uſe, and not Intrinſick value, and ſo negleCting of it, | of 
was nothing leſle , then a contemprtuous deſpiſing of the | of 
Friendihip of God, & an evidence ot a down right Apoſtacy, | ca 
and a dire&t annulling of the Covenant. an 
Then after A5rah.im , God began another Covenant, ! Cc 

- with his Seed, inthe hand.of his Servant Moſes; And this, ' on 
H*>. 9. the Apoſtle tells us * conſiſted of Gifts, andSacrifices, | co 
' Meats drinls. carnal waſhings, © divers ordinances, | ol, 
which could not mate him that 1d the \ fon perfeft, | ſh 

as pertaining to Cn/crence, This diſpenſation, required a , /a 

{tri& Obſervance, ot all the Ceremonies; the chicteſt and | he 

moſt Principall part whereof was, Sacrifice: theretore it's | ne. 


*Pf.59.5 called a Coverant by $:crefice * and The Blood of the | ar\ 
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* Exod, Covenant, * meaning, that it imported direCt,y, the effu- | be 


24. 8, ſon of Blood; and fonccellarily roo, that under it, with- | Ba 
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unhinving, of the Moſcazc& diipenſation, a pertect lubvertt- 
on, oi all rhe Law, 

Now God, who at ſundry times, and in divers man- 
ners, Spake in times pat unto the Fathers , hath in 
theſe Liſt dayes ſpoken unto us by his Son; And as all 
other delpenſations, Anrecedent to Chriſtianity, have had 
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their own ſingular and ſpecial InjunfCtions, So1r mult have 
it's own allo : ſome Doctrines, it hath adopted, as more 
Immediately , related to it, and more particular,y inle- 
parable , trom it's genius and nature: And what theſe 
Dodtrines are? And where to be tound ? muſt be our next 
task and undertaking : tor the better performance, where- 
of we muſt conſider, that Chriſtianity is a diſpenſation 
of Grace , and truth, not like the Mejazcal, conliftng of 
carnal ordinances and external obſcryances : but alively , 


and ſpiritual diſpenſation, conſiſting of Precepts, that are 
! Congruous, to a rational nature, according to the prediCti- 


on, Of the excellent Jeremy 31. 33. 1 will make anew 


; Covenant with the houſe of lirael, Not according to the 
| old covenant that I made with theitr Fathers, But this 
| ſhall be the covenant that I will make, T le put my 


law in their inward parts, and writ it zu therr 
hearts, And they ſhall teach no more every man his 


| ezghbour. Thatis; according to the excellent Comment- 


ary of a Learned Interpreter , The Covenant that thall 
be made with the World, in the laſt dayes, ſhall not be a 
Baggage, of ceremoniall and poſitive rits, hard to learn and 
impoſſible to be kept; bur . rational Law, ſuch as written in 

theit 


5 | . = 
out the ſhedding of Blood, there was no remiſſion * and * Heb. g, 
ſo the ceaſing ot rhe Sacrifice, is it's very delojation; an ** 
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FS] | 
their hearts, and engraven with rhe finger of God, upon the| ot 
mind of man; by which Charatter, is implyed, God minded} Sc 
not to moleſt men, any more with a flavith ſervice, or ro} th 
cncumber them, with a drudgery of Poſitives ( which have] ft 
nothing to recommend them , beſides the will of the 
Author) but that the great care of Mankind, ſhould be im-| 1a 
ployed, about matters of an intrinſick re&itude : and in! ut 
the Practice of the true and ſubſtanrial inſtances of Piety:| al 
Therefore tho Chriſtianity have ſome few poſitive Com-! le: 
mandments, thoſe muſt not be own*d, for it's Special in-| vi 
junCtions; ( as having no immediat relation, to it's great fo 
deſigne and main intendment; ) bur it's ſpeciality, moſt be ' of 
ſome eminent Morals, with lovely impreſſions, of Heaven, | at 
and deep Characters of Divinity, clearly ſtamped upan | 
them ; And ſo much the more; if either by the negle&, | th 
contempt, or miſtake of men; they have been antiquated , | co 
and worn out of the Practice of the World; ſecing that eur ! o1: 
Saviour came to ſeek and ſave that which was loſt. So | 
Thope, by the help of this general direction, we may more | M: 
calily find out where the Special things ot Chriſtianity do us 
ly.  gri 
I doubt not, bur it ſhall be eaſily yeelded , by all who | ſec 
have any true ſenſe of Chriſtianity, that the more immediat | e 
and ſpecial things thereof are thoſe vertues taught by our , H 
Saviour, in his Sermon on the Mount : bur becaule thus age, | 
Act's in ſuch a flat oppoſition, to that Su;-limated Doctrine; | Wa 
and we. are to meaſure, our torementionet particulars by } Po 


this ; therefore [ſhall not ſuppoſe but prove : And certain- | lit) 
ly, it we rightly ponder, we may find confiderations, taken 
iron the intrin{ick Nature of rheſe graces themleives ; and | ha 
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he other conſiderations, from circumſtances, extrinſick to the 
ed! Sermon, which with ane undenyable evidence, will attett 
ro} them, to be the more cminent, and ſpeciall things of Chri- 
vel ſtianity. 
1e) IT. JESUS was the greateſt, and moſt Divine Ambat- 
ſadour, ever Commillionatcd into the World; and ſo it was 
' unbecoming him to Adopt any thing, tor the more eſlenti- 
:| alpart of his Religion, which was nct wonderfully excel- 
| Jent: And ſince theſe Doctrines, are ſpecial pieces of Di- 
1-| vinity, the higheſt riſes, and elevations of vertue; thercs 
it fore their tranicendent purity, makes them only capable, 
e | of being accounted, the Special charge, oi the beſt diſpenf- 
1, | ation. | 
[1. Theſe Doctrines, are of all other, the moſt hated, by 
| the World, and fleſh, and Blood; fo they have the lealt 
, | commerce with both, and conſequently, the greater relati- 
r | on to Heaven, and the deeper tinCture of Divinity. 
5} TIE. It wasour Saviours great deſign, to repair the breach 
> | made upon our Nature, by the fall of Adam; and advance 
> Us as nigh as poſſibly might be, toour Firſt integrity,and 
; greateſt perteCtion : And ſince rheſe yertues ({ being fo tran- 
| ſcendent of themſelves ) are moſt ſerviceable for that 
- | effect, they muſt be reckoned , the ſpeciall charge of our 
- , Holy Religion. 
+ IV. And turther alſo, our Saviours great intendment 
| was to make Mar; ind Happy, both in his perſonal and 
| Political capacity . And ſince mecknels of temper, humi- 
lity of mind, patience of Spirit , peaceabicnels of deport- 
ment, Heavenly mindednels, and contempr of the World, 
{ haye a more immediat relarion , to that great end, rhen 
B 2 any 
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any thing elſe; theſe certainly, muſt have avery near, and 
inleparable relation, to that Bieſled religion , is called ry 
Chriſtian. | | 

V. And Laſtly , theſe of neceility muſt be the ſpecia 
If, 53. 7: jnjunCtions of our Religion, which our Saviour is noted 
Mat, 11. moſt eſpecially, ro be eminent in; and wherein, he is mo 
*y- Vigoroutly, recommended, to our oblerve and imitation : 
Joh, 6.:5, But the Spirit of God notes very little of his Sobriety, 
——— verb Chaſtity , Juſtice , Temperance, and the other tunda* 
iPer.z, Mentall and inferiour vertues; but of his Lowlineſs, Hu: 
21, 23, Mility, Meckneſs, Patience, his Charity , and Heavenly. 
Heb, 12.2, mindedneſs: And. conſequently , thoſe muſt be the more 
920 "4 * Immeduatecare, & prime concerne ofthis Bletſed Religion.) 
But beſides theſe Conſiderations intrinſick to the vertues 
themſelyes; there are other taken from extrinſick circum- 
ſtances; which point-our, the Sermon to contain, the dear. 
eſt concerns of Chriſtianity. | 
I. We cannot , bur judge, Our Saviour would give us 
theſe; when formally he ſer himſelf down as the great! 
Propher, and preached inthe moit orderly torm and great-' 
eſt ſolemnity, that ever he did, while he was in the world. 
TE. We know, the Jewiſh Law was delivered from a 
Mount even Moxnt $1427, fo our Saviour went up to a, 
Mount, intimating the matter ot his Sermon, was to be, 
the great Chriſtian Law; and what He was to deliver, | 
were the ſpecial Imjunctions of Chriſtianity , as thole de- 


main livered from a mount by Aſſes, were the Meaning of + 


bis. 
I. Moſes, while about thegiving out of the Law, bel 
faſted fourtie dayes, neither cating Bread, nor drinking | 
| Watcr | 
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and Water * fo our Saviour faſted tourtic dayes in the wilder- * Deut. g! 


tha nels, * intimating, by this contormable preparation with * Mat 
| Moſes thegreat Law giver, he was atter it te give out the ,, Aha 
Clay oreat Law of his diſpenſation : This Sermon theretore, be- 
d | ingthe immediar Iſſue, and ſubſequent, of his fourtic dayes 
Oolf ' Falt, is clearly pointed out thereby, ro be the great Law 
n.' of Chriſt. 

ty ( IV. The form wherein our Saviour delivered his Ser- 
la mon, with aBleſſed prefix't; and afſpiritual promiſe an- 
uy nexed, Points it out to be peculiarly Chriſtian : for Moſes 
ly: Law ſimply under rhat conſideration had temporal pro- 
re miſes; it notonly, or mainly : yer certainly moit expreſlely 
n' annexdto it : Burt here, ſince our Saviour ſubjoyn's Spirit- 
CF ual Promiſes; ſuch as are in a manner, proper only to 
n-' Chriſtianity : then we muſt think that rheſe vertues, which 
ſ-' entitle Men to them, are the peculiar laws of Chriſt. 

' HERE We have the Ipecralza and Subl:miora 
5 Premij and focertainly, the Specialia and Sublimiora 
WW Virtutum, the high and peculiar Promiles of Chriſtianity 
=" made, conſequently rhe Higheſt and moſt refined Law of 
. Chriſtianity taught. 

4 V. We may make alſo conjecture, for the verification 
4 of thisnotion, trom the number of the precepts here con- 
' tain'l: Wehavenine beatitudes, though they commonly 
' | be reckoned buteight; Interpreters uſually coniounding the 
. lairtwo: yet nodoubr, in the ſenſe ot our Saviour's own 
Comment, they are two graces , and dilpoſitions of mind, 
{ and havetwo different praCtices oppoſite unto them ) now 
4 as AMecjes, gave out Ten Commandments irom Mount 
' $27.7: to our Saviour here, gives Nine; And that the 


81 number 
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number of the Chriſtian Preceprs, might quadrate with his, | C 


he atterward ſubjoyn's, the great commandment , Of lov. ' 


zng one another; which theretore, perchance he calls new; 
becauſe not mentioned upon the Solemn occaſion, when he 
gives out the reſt, of the prime Precepts, and peculiar 
Doctrines, ot his diſpenſation; the delay of it's injunction, 
being perhaps intended, for this efteCt; that he might faiten, 
a greater mack of honour upon Charity, and inſinuatea very 
ſpecial liking to it; which he does, by pitching upon italone, 


to become the more eſpecial cognizance, of a Chriſtian | 


d1{cipline. 


Now theſe Do&trines, are the great, and the proper things | 
of Chriſtianity; not thar any, who own that name, have a | 
latitude.in other matters ot morality: For the Grace of | 


God, that bringeth Salvation, hath appeared unto all 
men, teaching us, that denying ungodlineſs, and world. 


ly luſts, we ſhould live ſoberly, righteoully and Godly, | 
in this preſent World * Whatever things are in their | 
nature intrinſically good, or have any thing of amoral * 


rectitude, do undoubted'y belong unto it, for it's ſuch a 
compleat piece, as 7s able to make the man of God per 


fett, throughly furniſhed unto every good Work: Con. 


i | Phil, 44 $, 


ſequently it's of that extenſion, and unbounded latitude, 
ro comprehend , Whatſoever things are Juſt, Pure, 
Lovely, Honeft, all things wherein there is any vertue, 
Praiſe, or good report : But thele vertues, ſo Sojemnly in- 
joyn*d by our Saviour, are the nearelt relatives, and prime 
conſtituents of Chriſtianity , the very vitals, and Noble 
parts, of our Religion, the more immediat , and eſlential 
part, of the Chriſtian DNoCtrinals, the Diamond of the NG 
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s, | Chriſtian Ring. the critical Teſlera's, the Characteriſticks, | 
= | and diſtinguiſhing notes, of Chriſtianity; from all the Re- 
7; | ligions of the world : for if our Saviour, had only faid , 
e | Thon ſhalt worſhip GOD, and not Idols, Moſes and 
r | Mihomet , have done this: It he had ſaid Honour Father 
and Mother , Be not drunk with Wine , wherein there is 
, | excels, Jew, and Turk, have done this alſo; It he had 
7 | ſaid, Thou ſhalt not Steal, Lye, Whore, nor Murther, 
, | Heathens, Pagans, and the ſenſe of Mankind; have ſaid 
1 | this alſo: and had there been no more, He and his Religji- 
| on; both of them, thus pertinently, might have been up- 
3 | braided. What 7s thy Beloved, more then another Be- 
| | Loved, O thou Faireſt among Women ? But Chriſtianity, 
: | having taughttheſe DoCtrines; which the corruption of the 
/ | World had worn out of the mindes of men, and Inter- 
. , preters of Moſes Law, did not think themſelves: bound to, 
| by vertue of it, they are ſingular to Chriſtianity it ſelf; 
| therefore properly - fit to be it's cognizance, and only 
{ diagnoſtick. Soin a word, the upſhot of all this Labour, 
' is,to know that thelpirit of humility, unaffected devotion, 
Meekneſs Long-ſuffering, Patience, Mercituineſs, Ingenui- - 
ty, good nature, Peacableneſs, Charitableneſs, and Heaven- 
\ ly-mindedneſs, This isthe real Genzzs, and peculiar Tem- 
; per of aChriſtian: And ſure, it muſt be ſo; tor we can- 
not think, but Chriſtianity claim's a ſpecial intereſt in theſe 
yertues; by. which the Author of it aimfd , and actually 
did, moſt cfteCtually recommend himſelt, and his Religion 
to the World : and was it not by tranſcendent humility & 
; Parience, an admirable ſteadinels and evennelſs of Spirit, 
 inflam' afieRions, ot Chriſtzans among themſelves, a moſt 
B 4 : compatlionate 
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compaſſionate Charity towards others, a profoundly Pati- 


ent tolerance ot all evils and an illuſtrious contempt of 
the World, that Chriſtianiry became ſo glorious, the de- 
ſpiſed croſle 1o devotly rever'd, and the fooliſhneſs of 
Preaching, ſo miraculoutly ſucceſiul, and happily Vicori- 
ous over the ſuperſtitions oft Mankind , deeply rooted by 


the length of time, ſtrongly guarded by the power of ! 


Princes, and highly tavoured by the inclinations of the 


World ; yea, ſo eminently Illuſtrious wereſthole vertues, | 


improving Chriitianity, that 7#/:an the Apoſtate, did 
evidently diſcover it, and in his Letter to Arſacius, Chief 


| 


| 
£ 
| 


Prieſt of G4/2tia, acknowledgeth, that al) his enterprizes, | 


as a Prince, would prove ineffectual, tor the recovery of 
expiring Paganiſme; unleſs it's doting Prieſts and tollow- 


OI TIO , - 


ers, would outthine, or at leaſt, bear up with Chriſtians, : 


in thoſe Attractive, Amiable and recommending vertues. 
So to conclude this Part of our deſign, I ſhall fay no 


more; but ſceing thele are the vyertues, that God himſelf | 
muſt needs dilplay , tor the effecting the great contrivance | 


of our Salvation ( his patience in ſparing us, his mercy in - 


Fergiving us, his love in reconciling us, His Humility in | 


being incarnated tor us, his meckneſs and Infinite Benig- 
nity of Nature, in an unwearied Attending us and daily 
bearing with us ) theſe then muſt be the Primeconſtituents 


- gy es 


_—— —— 


of a Chriſtian; which are the moſt immediat ingredients | 


of his Deliverance: And it muſt needs be not only incon- 
gruous, but a toundamental errour, for a Chriſtian to tail, 
in the performance of thele Noble Graces; which have 
not a remote Relation, bur ly direCtly at the root othis re- 
covery; and are the moit Immediat Springs ot his Re- 
demption, So 
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So having thus laid as foundation, we come next to 
the Superſtru&ure : And having found out what Chriſti- 
anity is, in the moſt proper, and peculiar notion of it; 
We jhall advance with the greater eaſe, in our next under- 
taking, to take juſt meaſures, concerning the different 
parties , of our divided Z zon. 


) 
c| 
| 
| 


"_ 


*'Tis not now a dayes the peculiar plea of Popery, to 


| plead the Title of Catholich, there are pretenders amongſt 
| our ſelves, upon far leſs plauſible prerexts , that boldly 
| ſtand for it, and with as daring; as groundleſs, impudence 


proclaim themſelves, the holy City, the new Feruſalem, 


' come down from Heaven: Their language is not lo mo- 


deſt; as what wascounted by the Prophet , the extremity 


of ſupexciliouſnels ſtand off, for Iam Holier then thou, » 1641, 6;, 
* But their words are rather like thoſe murmurers menti- 5, 


oned by St. Peter, and St. Fude, great and ſwelling and 
full of vanity , They do nor only applaud themſelves in 
the compariſon, but engroſs thoſe titles which are the hope 
of Mankind,and Monopolize the common rights of Chrilti- 
anity : Bur however that big words and high pretenſions, 
may amuſe fools, and involve the credulous : Yet with thoſe 
of ſolid judgement and confideratioa they*l never paſle, tor 
Proofs or Arguments : And ſurely it we enquire a little 
more exaQly and /ay Fudgement tothe line,and righteouſ 
neſs to the 'Plummet: it matters be examined by the fore- 
mentioned touch-ſtone , the primary deſigne of Chriſti 
anity, lam much aftraid, that they who thorow their im- 
modeit iniolence take the higheſt room, ſhall be thruſt down 
to the lowelt, and go very near with them too, to be rotally 
excluded. The beſt way rojudge ofa man,isnot to enquire 

C aiter 


* Dan. 8, * puſhing weſtward, Southward, and Northward , running 
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| It 
after his ſenſcs, motion, (74 2 funCtions, or other pro* | * { 
miſcuous and common effects of animality, but to notice, | to' 
his ſpecifick and peculiarizing properties. The only way to | ve 
know the different orders and Characters of a kingdom, is | ag 


not barely to enquire, it they have garments and cloath. } m 
ing, but to conſider the badges peculiar toeach, otherwiſe | ar 
we may miſtake a fool tor a Senarour and aPrince tor a | 9c 
Prelate, ſo the only accountable way of diſcerning the | o! 
genuine ſocicties of Chriſtians, is not ſo much by Hearing | w 
Reading, Praying, Praifing, the promiſcuous work ot all ; 
parties, but by rhe peculiar and more efſentiall exerciſes | n 
ot Chriſtianity; the ſpecial thing of any diſpenſation be- 1 
ing the fitteſt line for meaſuring, 'The beſt way to have mn 
known who had been of Ads family and Reiigjon,was | 
ro enquire after the forb:d4den Fruzt: Who of Noah's | 
Ofispring, care mult be had of fleth with the blood, Who of 
Atbrahamfs line , queſt muſt be made attcr Circumciſion: 
and who a Jew of Moſes ſtamp , Search muit be made tor Y* * 
his ceremonials and Sacrifices; becauſe theſe were the more 
| 


a — 


& 


we 


immecdiate & ſpecial things of thoſe diftcrent diſpeniations: 
And if we would really know Who are truely of the tami- 
ly OF CHRIST , We muſt narrowly wark what party 
keeps up moſt oi: the more eſſential things of Chriſtianuy in | 
rhcir doctrines and lives: And its only to theſe we muſt | 
Attribute the Character of The flock of CHRIST: There- ' 
tore when we look round the World and ſee an angry 
party ; which like the raging Sea would ſwallow up, run | 
down, and deſtroy all that oppoſe ir, like DarieFs Ram | 


upon all in the- fury of it's power, or like his little horn, 
ſpeaking 


I5 

'0* | ® ſpeaking big and ſwelling words, ſupercilious and high, * Dw. 7, 
e, | towring in their thoughts and expreſſions, of themſclves in- _ 

to | vettive, bitter, diſdaintul, deſpiteful, malicious and cruel! 

is | againſt others; when we ſee a party of clamorous Mur- 

h- | 'murers and complainers, who groan under the burden, 

e | and kick and fling /zke a Balhock wnaccoſtomed to the 

a | yoke : When weſeea party turbulent and unpeacable, {ati 

e | ous and cenſorious , raſh-judgers and revilers of others , 

o | withall, Pharifaical, Vain-glorious and oſtentive, ſurely 

1 | be theſe who they will, or pretend what they will, they are 
D 


* not of the family nor Religion of CHRIST : For it's the 
ſpeciall mark and Character of his to be pure in ſpirit, meek, 
mercifull, and peaceable, patientunder ſufferings, Prayers 

| forenemies, modeſt and retired in duty, and nor judgers ot 
others. - | 

And where this party is, who in their practice exemplify 
4 . all thoſe fatal inſtances, I wiſh to God; it were more latent, 

"and the diſcovery more difficult. T intend not Satyrically 
to expoſe the roo evident antichriſtianity of the known 

' . Practiſes, and avowed Principals, of thoſe amongſt us; who in 
both fall asſhorttof true Religion, as by their great preten- 
ſions they would have the world believe they outrun and 

' tranſcend others init: And knowing our meek maſter hath 
{ diſcharged thelegall Spirit or eye for eye, and-tooth for 
' Tooth, [hall not bluſtringly recriminate in their own out- 
rages, and too ſpitetuldialeCt; but tranſcribe his copy, who 

; . whenhe was reviled reviled not again: yet certainly, if 
| the leaſt ſcope were given to conſideration or argument, it 
. were the calieſt of a thouſand tasks to doit to the greateſt 
adyantages: AndI wiſh ro God we might as well juſtity 
Cz our 


I6) | 
our owntitle to Chriſtianity, as it were eaſieby the force,, 
of ſound reaſon, and argument to evacuate the bold pre- | 
tenſions our enemies make to it, for it's iully certain that ; 
thele in the 5th; of 1Jaiah; whom the Prophet deicribes, as | 
Sacrificing tn Gardens, burning ncenſe upon Altars of | 
brick, remaining among the mountains; eating ſwines | 
fiefh, and broth, of abominable things, ( things tiatly op= 
poſite to the law ) they then had as good a right tothe 
Title they wereclaiming ot being none-fuch zealots for that | 
ditpenfation,as thoſe inflamed ones amongſt our lelves, bave | 
to that of Chriſtianity (being conſidered in the proper and | 
peculiar notion of it, ) tor*tis plainly obvious, without any 
narow ſearch, or the ſtrict inquiſitions of envy how that | 
Chriſtianity bleeds tn as many wounds given it by it's pre- | 
tended friends, as the Author of it did, from the malice of | 
his avowed enemies : And is as efteCtually betrayed by thoſe 
who ſeem to ſalute it with the greateſt revereuce as 
Chriſt himſelf was by a pretending bur perfidious 7udar. 

But wee have a document in his-treachery not to be. 
lieveallare Chriſts faithful followers: who run taſteſt with 

a hazill Maſter, and kiſs him, ſo theyMay bercally the 
greateſt enemies to his Religion, who pretendedly are it's 
molt zealous votaries: And Tam much afaid thisis the pre- 

ſent. caſe, -in the inſtance we are enquiring ; tor alace it we 
take a view ofthe great things of ourreligion, we ſhall fiad 

them direQaly ſervd by the Goſpel Phariſees, asthe prime 
precepts of the Law, were by the zealots of that diſpenſ- | 
ation ; even thre uphly evacuated by their own inventions: | 

And as juſtice and -mercy, were then ſuperſeded, through | 

the pretended conſcience of the Mint and Grrmmin , lo 

meeknels, 
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force meeknels, Patience, mercy , and peaceablenels , the prime- | 
PTE | things of Chriſtianity , arc trampled under toot , through 
| AE | that prepoſterous Zeal, and preciptant tondnels, men bear 
©, aS | ro the birth of their own tancies rheſe modes and triitles 
FS Of | extrinſick to Chriſtianity. 
'zHies As forpoverty of ſpirit, and profound humility our Sa- 
OP*® | viour ſeems to make the ground work ot this holy, Religi- 
s on, what reputation it's under and tooting it hath, in the Mat, 5.3, 
that | practice ot our prerending party, We need no further evi- 
IAvE | dence then theſe {(weiling epithets and big tittles of Gods 
and ' Reymant, the iticlojed Garden, the little Flock, the holy 
ay Vineyard, the Royal Priefthood, the choſen generatior, 
hat | they do not only aſſume, bur alſo appropriate and peculis 
PIC | arizeto themſelves. 
> of | As for that ſpirit of mourning, modeſt and retired devo- 
oſe | tion, as our Saviour ſtaresit in oppoſition to the vanity and 11, 6 
as | oftentation of the Phariſees, how mightily dothit ſuffer by 5, 6, 
- - | the reviving all thoſe artificialafieftions,and irudied itrata- 
Xe | pemes of publication, the ſowre countenances , dilfigured 
th ' faces and hideous tones, which Iam aſſured ( whatever be 
IC | the deſigne of them ) are ſo far in themſelves, from por- 
'S | trending aplentiful ſpring, or pithy principle, of devotion 
C | within, thatthey rather ſignify the hard labour and fore 
© | pangsthat nature is under; in being de/ivered otit's holy 
d ' birth, theconſtraint andviolencethatisoftered tothe ſpirit, | 
© whileit'sunderrhis Sacred imployment , ſo many indecent 
” +; anddiſtorted informalities, ſowreand diſcontented ſhews, 
* | withadiſfigurednature, prognoftick rather whip and ſpurr 
|. then areadymindeor willing ſpirit. As fortheir peacable. 
) nels, beſides the necefiary _— the Nation groans under, 
j — 0 as, 


, 
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of their Bloedy cruelty, And whole Tragicall (culpture is 


18 
as indiſpenſable dulenkes ro B in this raging Sea, and, 1 
for reſtraining their reſtleſs ſpirits, & ungovernable rage, we 
have a whole courſe of full twenty years ſad hurries and, 
contuſions intermixed with blood and gore Tragicall Bat? 
tcis, unnaturall rebeJlions, bloody aſtaſſinations, and daily] : 
tumults raiſed through the reſtleſs turbulency, as toevident 
contutuations of any tollerable and juſt pretenſion, they! 
can make to this Chriſtian quality and temper : And what 
account is made of patiencc , is eaſily diſcernable by the) 
clamorous noile, Murmurs; and Mutinies, the daily ex-} 
curſions of unaccountable practices, the detamations, and: 
reproachtul epithets, are caſt upon the Glorious Patience of 
the carthly Martyrs, as ifit were no better then humane 
policy, or inhumane Blockiſhneſs, and dull ſtupidity : As, 
tor Charity and meekneſls as they ſtand in oppoſition to! 
cenſoriouſneſs and roughneſs I need not name the virulent ' 
{landers areboth by their Tongues and pens caſt upon all | 
chat oppoſe them, We have their Bulls, brie's * Declarati- | 


Rutherglen NS, * Excommunications, and other bluſtring Evacuarions, | 
* Tore= of a ſparkling hot too' bitterly envenomed and exaſperated 


ſpirit. As for their mercy: The ſound of :t is gone out to 

the end of the World; in a horrid inſtance of a moſt. 
Sacrilegious Murther , that ſcarce any age can afford 
a parallel : And although our Nation, and more parti- | 


cularly our Metropoliticall SEE lyeth under the reproach ' 


of aruin'd Cathedral; yer alace there is tobe ſeen a ſtand- 
inz Monument of our blacker infamy, the moſt reverend | 
Tomb ( I mean ) of that glorious Martyr and incompar- 
able Prelate, that is engraven ſo deeply with Characters | 


ſo | 


| i9 
, and; ſo Plain a ſignature of Tos. prodigious and matchlels 
©, we Barbarity. 
and And now, if it ſhall Scandalize any, of ſeem improb 
Bat] able that ſuch vaſt multitudes ſhouid be ſo ſtiffely wed- 
daily] ded to a party, that give juch evidence of a down-right 
dent! Apoſtacy irom the ſpirit of Chriſtianity ; Inced ſay no 
they; more, but this bath bcen the unhappy 1ate of the world 
vhac. in paralel, inſtances throuyh all the Ages Ot it. The Fhart- 
the} ſees Ly our Saviours computation Were the vilclt thing in 
ex. Nature: And yetthe Idol of the People, they were {o far 
and: trom ſerving the prime or plain deſigne ot the Law, that 
zeof| they moſt flatly oppoled it: Yet all the evidence our Savi- 
ane} YViour gave, could not diſpoieſs them of the Peoples atfeRi- 
As; on, nor their own undeleryed reputation; but their Pro- 
1 to; ſelytes were wide and large, as the Sea and Land: they 
ent | compuſſed: And as extenſive as thair own fedulity. Vhar 
all | ſhallbe ſaid tothe golden Caff, and of thole at 7. and 
ati-| Pethel? though the unlikeſt thing in the world ro what 
ns, | they were pretending: The Gods that brought them out 
ted of Egnpt fittcr in the principall to become a Syzcrifive, rhen 
fo In the tizure ro be thought a @& OD: yet the one had 
oF . the congrezation of Tract appertaining to it's Fturae , r: Ec 
rd the other ten Tribes of twelve tor the number of the:r 
ti- | following. Doth not allo the Apoſtle to Tz7ws ſerve our ove 
ch! ſervation by a pain inſtance of many-vain ralkers, ncr 
d. | only fo; bur Avomrinadble and dzſobeatent, and unto curry 
nd | good work reprobvate * Yet they had the happ to bc » Tie, x: 
1 deceivers, ſuch plentitull 'gleaners,' as to ſubvert whole to, 1: 
rs | houles amidit rhe Apoſties miraculous Miniſtry, and their 929 16, 
is - moſt ſedulous Labour, 'fo that the conſideration of a zeal. 
ſo C4 ; zealns 
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zealous and numerous De needs never ſtumble any 
withour a further evidence, conſidering the World hath 
worſhiped and wondred aiter the Beaſt , that was full of 
names of Blaſphemy: And it's no romantick fiction, that 
the Devil himtelf hath had his worfſhipers ; Yea it's not} 
below the infatuation of Humane 4railty to adore where} 
there is leſs tentation; even Leeks, Garlick, and Onyons, 
and to bow the head with the greateſt reverence , though 
moſt ingloriouſly before Cats, and Crocod:les : And asin 
thoſe inſtances, We have a leſion not ro ſtumble into a 
blind reſpe& withany thing from it's having many zealous 
votaries, ſo in the entertainment of our bleſſed Saviour; 
Wehave a Document not to be dilguſted with any thing,} 
or believe that it wants the cleareſt evidence ; becauſe of 
the Turbulent ſpirit of a numerous popularity, and the 
clamorous down-cryes of a difingenous world : tor although 
he lived with ſuch clear proots and irreſiſtable evidences of 
his being the Great MES'ST AH: Yet all did gainno 
tooting upon the prepoſleſled incredulity of adifingenious 
multitude. He was a Meſſenger trom Heaven who by his 
Prudence, Patience, Smoothneſs, Miracles, and all manner 
of obliging atteſtations moſt evidenrly demonſtrated rhis 
his Celeſticall comiſſion : And yet the Phariſees credit was 
higher then his. They by their deceittullf{&Honscarried 
the vogue of his demonſtration and evidence : for while as 
they both hugg*d careſſi'd and applauded the one , they} 
{pitefully entertained and crucified the other, fothat mar-| 
ters of Religion, or of any importance muſt not be mea- 
ſured, either by the Gruczfies, or Hoſannas of the Peor 
ple; rheir being no leſs incompetency in the judgement to | 
determine 
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21 
determine, then there is | An 9 of their humour to ſup. 
port ane cntereſt And ſo we ſhall come to the ſecond 
Inference, 

It thoſe forementioned vertues be the great and ſpecial 
things of Chriſtianity, we may diſcern the dangerous ma- 
lignancy of the Epidemicall diſeaſe of Schiim, 

It cannot but impreſs a mighty ſenſe, of the perverſe in- 
fluance of diſunion , to conſider the induſtrious labours 
of many learned attempring a reconcilation of Chriſtendom, 
which indicates empharically , rhar it's the fenle of the 
wiſeſt men. There it nothing more peſtiterous tothe tub- 
ſtantiall intereſts of Chriſtianity then. rupture and diviſt- 
on; for though there be ſuch a gult betwixt us and our ad- 
yerfaries, as *twixt Abaaham and the rich G/utton, 1o 
that the one can never Paſs unto the orher; yet the ſeem- 
ing inſuperableneſs of the difficulty ſpeaks our more clear- 
ly the advantagesof the intendment, the greater deſperat- 
neſs of the enterprize, the more deſireablenels of rhe ſuccels. 
*Tis more then enough alſo to raiſe jealouſies within us 
all of it's deſperate Malignancy, to conſider how unani- 
mouſly both Moderns and ancients , in one breath ſpeak 
of it with the greateſt abhorrence, and deepeſt indignation; 
declaring it to be of the ſame dy , with .ac moſt Crimſon 
fins, and ſome inexpiable by Martyrdom. More then this, 
tis fhrewdiy to be ſuſpected from this, Topick, That there 
is ſcarcc any concern of Religion prefied by the Apoſtles, 
with more trequency and ſeriouſneſs, then that oft UNITY, 
more melting and Solemn obteſtations are uled no where; 
or inany point, ſo muchas in this by the Apoſtle to the 
Philippians, * And moſt of all it ſligmarizes Schilm , 
D to 


* Phil, 2, 
I, and 2. 


( 22 ) | 
to conſider how our Saviour prayed againſt it in the 17 
Job, 17, of St. Johns Goſpel, with ſuch adoubled, and redoubled®® 


*1422223+ importunity : thar if the Prayer were not unexceptionab] 


By 


canonical, a captious Phanatichiſm, would clamorouſly®' 
decry it as a vain repetition: But I am not to allow my" 


ſelf rhe liberty to expatiate wildely on this ſubject, in all 


the latitude ot probation, We have Lectures of Hiſtory | 


fables of morality , axiomes of Philoſophy , maximes © 
Policy, leſſons of experience; and cenſures of all Ages, the 
Practice, Prayers, Tears, Garments, and commands of our 
Saviour, all unitedly condemning it: Therefore I ſhall only 
re{tri1& my ſelf to conſider it, by that tragical influence, 
it ſhall be tound to have upon Chriſtianity, inthe ſpecial 
charge and peculiar notion of it : And I doubt nor, to make 
it clearly evident by an impartial enquirie, 'That Schiſm 
{ſtands ſo croſlely affected to this, and is ſo naturally ever- 
five of it: that tho inconſiderate perſons (who look upon 
it only as a triffling piece of diſorder and levity ) may 
think it ſeverely laſhed, when ftis lewel*'d with whoredom, 
Murther, and other peſtilential crimes: yet upon a review 
of thejuſtneſs of the charge, we ſhall have ground to pro- 
nounce (tho in adoom rever['d ) as the Queen of $hebz 
did upon So/omor's glory;the one half it delerves, Hath not 
been told: And theretore we begin with love , fervent 
Charity which ſtands amongſt the Graces, as St. Paul a- 
mong the Apoſtles, tho born out cf due time: yet nota 
white behind the Chictfeſt of them, it's ſingular excellence 
giving it the preterence of allthe reſt, ro become themore 
eſpecial cognizance of a Chriitian Diſciple .We need not 
want ſtore of witneſſos to make good this black charge 
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7 againſt Schiſm ; whether we regard theory or expericnce. 


By the firſt , We ſhall find it's hardly poſſible romaintain 
love without unity, and by the other, it hath always fut- 
fered upon the occaſion of Schiſm, ' All love is founded up- 
on likeneſs : and where there is a diſunion or diſſimilitude 
of faith which is the trame ot the Soul, *tis hardly poſlible 
in nature but this muſt breed an alination of aftcetions, a 


«| fower and unkindly eſtrangement of perſons trom on an- 


other va daorum, diſpoſitio conſociat affettus, is botha 
[Maximeand leſſon of experience, the only ſufficient cord of 
love, is one Symbolicall frame of Spirit ; and ſurely the 
ſoul being in the Image of God, and having anc Eſſentiall re- 


| lation to Religion, a conformity and aflociation therein 


muſt needs be the only indifſolvable band and knor of fer- 


| vent Charity. We might ſuſpect the cloſſenels of ſuch rea” 


ſoning, it experience could belie the argument. Bur alas! 
it joyn's iſſue with contemplation toſhew Schiſnr's tarality, 
to Chriſtian charity and what a Prolifick parent diviſion in 
Religion is, ofthe blackeſt malice and bittereſt envy, We 
ſce through the World, the moſt irreconcilable and in- 
veterate hates have been begot by this, The Roman 
powers, never exerciſ*d ſuch cruelty againſt any People who 
withſtood rhe proud intereſts of their proſperous tare, as 
they did upon Chriſtians, becauſe they were ſuch : for while. 
as they contented themſelves to do ordinary executions 
upon civil criminals, they ſtrainfd their wits inventing vari- 
ctics of cruelty tor the torment of the other : And however 
Pailionately Men are wedded to their temporal intercits : 
yet there was never any ſecular Prince; who puriued his 
enemics with ſuch inſatiable rage, and prodigious bitterne!ls, 
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43 | 
as the Papiſts, (upon the account of a different Religion ? 
did theſe poor Creatures in the valleys of Piedmont. 
Feroboam well underſtood the naturall tendency of Schi 
maticall diſunion, tor extinguiſhing love, and breeding an 
irrcconcileable alienation ot atietions: and his calt's ſerve 
bis purpole ſo efftectually, that Heterogeneous and ho 
burning Metrals , might be more eaſily ſodered, then the 
lovingly cemented into one polity and aſſociation again. 
And in our Saviours time: we ſce the goodly products of 
ſtated Schiſme; thouglrthe Jews were a Nation under mor 
forcible invitations to unity and afte&tion, then poſſible an 
other People ſhall be to the end of the World : Yet the S: 
Luk g 56, 9aYiti2ue rupture ſo ſhametully ſupplanted all brother] 
Job, 8.48. Charity ; that the common duties of humanity ; muſt no 
bedoneto a Jew: and they in retaliationmake dew:/ and 
S$1maritane convertible terms , yea the Diſciples of our 
Bleſſed LORD , are ſo turiouſly inflamed through the 
combuſtion that their partisas evil, aseither, a vengeance 
from Heaven turns their devotion ; and this $52r:tan 
Luk,9.54 Zevtl , muſt be caſt intothe lake of fire: So that it's moſt 
naturally conſequential upon diviſion what the Apoſtle to 
Gal.S.ls, the Galatians oblerv's, to Bit and devour, and to be mut- 
ualy conſumed of one another. . 
And through the world in all the corners and azes of it, 
it's viſibly diſcernible what heart-burnings, & virulent ſpite 
harh been begor by ruptures and diviſion, what irreconcile- 
able hates, are *twixt the divided Sets of China and 
FZapan, the Perſzan, and other aſtatick Turks, the Aftatich 
and Morear, upon the divided opinions of that impoſture; 
the Hiſtorys of thole Nations make fully appear; what 
| | brotherly 
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brotherly affection Presby wry and independency ſhewed 
to each other; and both to *-/cop 2791s too fcandalois, ' 
either to be forgot or repcate'|; and what black maliceand 
bitter envy , hath managed rhe Ar mmian, and Caltnt- 
Fical, the Feſuitich, and Eprſcopil, the Secular , and 
Regular, the Ju ſenift, and Molinift, the Dominican, 
and Frarciſcaiintereits, were impertinently to upbraid the 
underſtanding ot the intelligent Reader , to give an ac- 
| count of: and in the more early times, what Malice and 
Tragedie:, Donatus S: ſme, Arrins diviſion, the Paſ- 
ch1l Celebration , begor in the mindes of men, Eccle/+- 
aſtick Hiltcries gives full account of : And in this bririſh 
corner, the 12020 Monks or Bangor, arc woiu!l witneſtels Spots: 


how maliciouſly mens minds were ovcrheated. through the zh, pu 


diviſion inthe Letter point. , 

Bur I with to God thoſe were the only inſtances and 
our own circumſtances, and expcrience, denye: us CVi- 
dence inthis preſent point : Burt alas! ftis too oi»vious how 
2} unhappily and too ettectually, our own diſunion harh ſup- 
ſth plante d this Royal piece of Chriſtianity, fervent Charity a- 
rof mongſt our ſelves; our Schiſm hath fo ſeyercd oar atfecti- 
It} ons; that men can neither endure the perſons, nor converie 
of their Btethren; and do not only ſhoot at them , with 
t,h words of Poylon and bitterneſs; but hath Armed them 
ef allo with Inſtruments of cruelty, to kill and murther, and 
e-f hath begot a murthering Principle, that's not only dc- 
d] ſtructive of Chriſtian Chaciry, bur humanity ir ſelf. 

& And now I hope by this time, the Charge in this parti- 
>; cular is very evident; and cerrainly it's no more evident 


rt] then Criminal : And becauſe this grace is not mentioned 
7 D 3 amonytt 
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amongſt rhe reſt of the Specificks of Chriſtianity , but by 

way of ſupplement ſeems to be caſt in and ſuperadded to 

them: therefore that we might not have low apprehenſions 

of it's dignity, and that it might ſuffer nothing by the de- 

lay of it's conjunction , the Spirit of God hath been pleaſ- 

cd to give itthe moſt effe&tua] recommendations, by the 
{ſingular and unparallel'd applauſcs of it, It's rermed the ful- 

*Rom, (i//ing of the Law * we are charged above all things to 
13.19, Put it on * tis pitched upon as the more immediate coo- 


* Col.z. nizance of a Chriſtian Diſciple , Hereby we know, that | 


we are paſſed from death to life , if we love the Bre- 
thren, * znthis the Children of God are manifeſt, aud 
the Children of the devil: He that doth not righteou(- 
neſs, is not of God, neither he that loveth not his Bro- 
*1Job,z. they, * Thongh 1 ſpeak with the tongues of Men and 
'% Angels : and though Ihave the gift of Prophecy, and 
anderitand all Myſteries, though I have all Faith : $0 
that Icould remove mountains, though I beſtow all m 


2, 
” 1 Joh.3. 
14, 


goods tofeed the Poor, though Tgive my body to be burnt | 


| Corr; #1d haveno Charity, it profiteth me nothing. * "Tis 
5 bak « 

1» 2.3, termed by St. Fames the Royal Law, * What more 
* Jaw,z 8,can be ſaid to exprelic the ſingular cminence, and pecu- 
liar divinity of this royal Grace, ftis accounted all-alone 

a ſufficient indication, of our Regeneration and being in 

the favour of God, our being deſtitute of it, argueth us as 
inalibly in aſtate of Damnation : and without it, a con- 
fluence of Heavenly gifts can ſignify nothing for our ſalcty, 

by it's being denominated rhe Royal Law: It's ſignified 

not only to bea ſpecial piece of God-like exceilence, but of 

all the Graces to be nigheit a kin to God, and moſt — 

iately 


and oa! hun ©% A 
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immediately of the BloodRoyal , of Heaven: And ſo ſure 
itis, for it's the firſt and moſt irremoveable notion of a 
God; the attribuce of any withour which a deity 1s leaſt 
conceivable , There is ſcarce any perteCtion ot his nature 
bur it hath been denyed by ſome ; ſome have Blaſphemf*d 
his Spirituality and thought him corporeal, ſome his juſtice, 
made him byaſlable by bribes and ridicolous arts, ſcme 
have ſet bounds to his power, others Limited his know- 
ledge, ſome circumſcribed his immenſity, others confined 
his Omnipreſence; bur ſcarce everany that fancied a God, 
who thought him malicious, Goodneſs and Love, areſo 
notorlic and undenyablie eſſential to His nature, the very 
periectivity and beatification of all his other Attributes, 
without which God were the greateſt ill, and the 
reſt of his perteC&tions without relation to this were none, 
but the moſt terrible and formidable thing in the world; 
So thought there were no more to be ſaid againſt diviſion, 
bur it's bad influence upon this Royal] Grace, *tis more 
| thenenough, toſhow it's malignity. 

Bur fits further chargeable, and it ſtands no better aficct- 
cd to the reſt of Chriſtiaaity, as for meekneſs, mercy , 
and peacableneſs, they need no particular confideration; 
ſecing they inſeparably take a ſhare of lov's fortune, and 
unavoydablic fall upon the ruine of affection, they*r ted by 
the breaſts of Chriſtian Charity , and cleave clols unto it 


is their God : and where it dyeth they dye, and there arc 

they buried. | | | 

- Bur further, not only doth Schiſme eyocuate love, and 
. D 4 the 


as Ruth to Naom#, whither it goeth they go, where it Ruth x. |: 
lodgeth they lodge, It's people are their people, it's God 16. 17, 


2 
the reſt of the ſpeciall things of Chriſtiſtianty; which imP 
mediatly depend upon it , but alſo it's as unhappily ſucceſlF ] 
full for the ruine ot Humility : And whocver doubts of theP?: 
indifolvable confederacy betwixt Pride arid Schiſm ,Þ'** 
he may eaſily undeceive himſelf by a ſerious peruſall of the 
firſt part of the Apoltl's Second Chap, tothe Philippians PE 
by which it appears, the one muſt be coniequentiail uponÞ*" 
the other; ſince he ſpeaks of T/nzty, as the neceſſary pre. 
requiſite, to the doing of things in lowlines of Spirit : Andp& 
ſecing the Apoſtle there, makes way for his exhortation toÞ<1! 


humility, by a moſt patherick preſſing oi concord , *tisf2 


to the third Heaven needed a mefienger of Satan to bear 


abundantly cvident he foreſaw that diviſion would more ef.ÞAc 
fecually ſupplant poverty of Spirit, then it would be ad-F/? 
vanced by the molt powerful argument ( he there uſes ) off#/. 
Chriſt example. There is nothing more neceſ{ary then forfon 
things to appear little when weare far above them, and it'sÞns 
as unavoydable fordivyiding Schiſmarick's, who apprehend Þh: 
themſclves ſo far ſuperiour unto their Brethren not to over«ſ#al 
value themſelyes upon that ſcore, and to undervalue others; iv 
and what can reaſonably be expected from thoſe who ima«#77 
cine themſclves, taler iromthe thoulders upward , then the tn 
ret of their Brethren, bur that they ſhould march loitily [uh 
with the vety Sate and Majeſty of a King. 'Tis nonew ob- 
ſerve that 4nowledge priffethup * Ard abundant Reve. 

Lations, nced extraordinary arcificesto prevent immeaſure- Þ 
able exaltations : And lurely it he that was really rapt up 


him down, igs hardiy conceivable whar diſpenſation might 
prove effectuR to {uppreſie that ſwelling infolence, which, 
ſ>rings more naturally trom tancitull raptures, thoſe imagin= 

| imaginary 


29 | 

maginary exaltations of a deluded brain, How mightily 
were the Jews pufted up, from the apprehended mono- 
1..poly of Gods favour, his Oracles, and his divine things , 
 bvith their apprehenſionof their being Gods peculiar charge; 
heir pride ſprang very early upon this ſtock, and to ſuch a 
Regree of unplyable inſolence; that neither Moſes, nor the 
Angel of the Lord was able to managethem, thoughaid. 
'þd by the advantages of a humbling wilderneſs : And what 
Jþhen can be expected trom dividing Schiſmaticks, who are 
ropeither under the conduct of ſuch skiltul governours; nor 
isfo eflectual diſcipline rowards humility , when they fall 
f.þnder the apprehenſion of being, the Szgnet of Gods arm, 
.$he appleof His eye: the choſen generation, and the only 
nlightned People of the world: Neither are theſe meer 
onjectures, of what may poſlibly fall out upon ſuch occaſt- 
ns; hats not the ſpirit of God long fince marked tor us, 
vhat ſort of People that divyding and diſingenous, crew 
all actually prove? who creep into houſes, and lead cap- 
. five ſilly Women; ever proud boaſters, heady, and high 


notbecn the current obſervation of many Fathers of the 
burch , that theſe wretched dividers who in every age 
oubled it's peace, were intolerably inſolent , and moſt 
upercilious diſdainers of others how biglie the gnoſtzchs; 
Vovatus,and $,:m0ſatenus tweiled, I need not mention , & 
o what a height of infolence, and diſtracted pride, the 
iviſions of Montanus, Manes, David Georgius, and 
acket did arrive, I amafraid. to utter; they conceiving 
emlcives to be the Holy Ghoſt, or ſomething above 
Aumanity, - 

E And 
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inded, that ſpeak feeling words of vanity. And hath, ,, & 6, 
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 Andasmeeckneſs and mercy, unavoidably ruineupon th 
| lofle of Charity, ſo that eminent grace of parience, falls iþy 
thearms of Humility, they are ſo clofleiy linked togerhegic. 
that we may take up over them DavidFs lamentation ovghy 
| Saul and Fonathan; they are lovely and Pleaſant ih. 
= 2 2 Sam, thezy l;ves, and are not divided in therr death. * Anh, 
{ 7: 23 fo itisby the account ot experienceand Scripture, for everſſg; 
Kind ot Birds, Beaſts, Serpents, and things of the Seay 
have been tam'd, bur Pride ( like the tongue it's herald) þg 
4 ſimply ungovernable; *Tis true it may be violently imprify, 
j oned and ſetup with Bajazer in it's iron-cage : But evey 
þ there it will daſh out'it's own brains, and the moſt ef, 
F tectual diſcipline of the world , ſhall never reduce it to; 
A Chriſtian ſubmiſſion : And ſo it is by the computation jr 
| Jud. 16 the Apoſtle, when men turn, proud, heady , and bighyy 
4 2 Tim, 3, 97nded, then follows nothing but impatient murnwringhy/] 
| 4 andcomplaining, Treaſon and fierceneis. | 
But now further Schiſm and diviſion, level as eftectuallyy] 
againſt the Spirit of mourning, of modeſt and retired dutyjn; 
| as our Saviour {ſtates it in oppoſition to the vanity and{c 
| | oſtentation of the Pharzſees: tor as unſound dottrines arfSc 
| of the nature of leaven dilatingand extenſive, ſo they that 
[i fſowe them are the molt induſtrious promoters ot theig gf 
| 


| faCtious intereſts, for whileas the Good-man /eeps in thy g 
| | night, they watch the filentelt ſeaſons, unwearied like Satan fo 
Þ and indetatigable as the Pharzſees throw the reſtleis am{rh 
l | | bition of proſelyting diſciples. Now *its impoſſible to ſet fo 
| | up effecually tor a retinue, unleiſe the hook be glorioulg 
ly baited , there muſt be pompuous ſhewsand oſftentationstc 
'q of piety : Religion mult lay down it's modeſty; and Y pl 
out] b 


nth ( 3T 

lSiput of it's retirements, and appear with all the crafty pub- 
thegications and forms ot Godlinels, for he that reſolves to drive 
OVFhe trade of the Pharzſee, mult alfo uſc his art and deſpiſe 
7 that of our Saviours: And in fo ſaras devotion in adeſert 
and diſappearing to mentotaſt , ſeems bur a ſorry engine 
VCffor the compaſling ot diiciples, therefore in detyance both 


bf ingenuity andour Saviour's advice, the Pharzſees old 


) Þown muſt be fitted our with all it's fringes and Phz- 
Pri2Zerzes; the ſowre countenances, the dilfigured faces muſt 
-Yeappear again upon the ſtage, and all the ſuperadded arts 
ot deceit and appearance fhall be cunningly employed, the 
£0 Fnore cftectually ro catch othersinto the Brotherhood, 8: 
1 &inhappie Fellowſhip; Neither is this my ſuppoſition only , 
$Abur that of the Apoſtle in the forecited Chap. to the P/z 2p. 
nglyhere among the reſt of the 4/2ck Trazn that attends 
Diviſion; is reckoned up, Emulation, and Vain-glory ; 
Ulywhich it's highly probable he ſhould not dehorted , from 
utJimmediatly upon his prefling of Corcord; had he not fore- 
ndſcen that theic would intallibly. follow upon diſcord and 
ardSchilm, 
MW Apain, Schiſm ſtrikes at theroot of that great injunRtion, 
Mof Hungering, and Thirſtivg , aiter righteouſneſs,( which 
19 our Saviour explains Chp. 6, ver(. 25, and downwards ) 
uy tor thereby is a molt effectual door opened , to the love of 
MJ the world, and the eager proſecuting of worldly things ; 
for Schiſm is unſeparably attended with hatred and pride; 
aq which are again as cloſely waited on with tumult and con* 
MN tention * And where theſe are, there muſt be a diligent im- 
Ne ploying of all aids to ſupport the ſinking intereſt ; And 
ut becaule no ſuch deſigne can bear up, without temporall 
83 mcans 
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means and ſecular helps , therefore the minds of men] ne 
which ſhould be exerciſed in a gracious contemplation of in 
God and contempt of the world, moſt yeeld to that necef] at 
ſity which Pride and humor brings upon them, and cloſg of 
ly tollow it, for it's countenance to the emulous and eon| ſo 
tending intereſt. tr 
And for the laſt, Bleſſed are ye when men vewle you] tC 
Our Saviour diſcourſesot and interprets Chap. 7th, from o! 
the beginning, whereby we are aſſured it's one of the ſpeci 01 
al charges of Chriſtianity, not to be raſh judgers, cenſurers| pi 
or revilers of others; a Chriſtians eye muſt be turned in} 1: 
ward, and whatever uncharitable cenſures are caſt upoy| v' 
himſelf, he moſt not recriminate, meddle with anothey t] 
mans ſervant, aſſume the Office of the ſupreme Judge, pre] n 
limite his ſentence, or antidate his judgments ; Noy tl 
Schiſm, ſets it ſelf ſo effeCtually againſt this, that ſcarce n 
any thing needs be ſaid for proot of thecharge , what ſland{ v 
ers, unjuſt reproaches, and lying detamations, do naturaly S 
ly ſpring from it; each party, uſually raiſing their own 
reputation upon the ruine of their adverſaries; lowdly proy V 
claiming their eſcapes to the worla, and unjuſtly improving 
the faulrs of ſingle Perſons into an argument for erying 
down the whole, tor we ſee through the world it's the uni 
verſal complaint of all parties,that the injuſteſt miſinterpre: 
tations are made of their opinions, and the blackeſt calum- 
nies forged againſt rheir perſons, which an invidious malice 
can contrive or invent, the moſt of ta&tious and deyidingl e 
people, confiding nothing near ſomuch, neither prevailingf 1 
ſo efteQually by the ttrengrh otargument, as in the unbrid. | 
ledfreedom molt unchciitianly theyallume to deiame others; 1 
| | ncyer 
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never apprehending their party in a probable way of thriv. 
ing, till by lying defamations they have ſunk the credit 


ecef] and reputation of the Competitor : And tor verification 


loſe 


CO 
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of this, ſhould we adduce examples, there are almoſt juſt 
ſo many, asdiviſions among Chriſtians: Bur we need nor 
travel the world, having at home fo fatal inſtances, for it's 
too well known, when in our late, and miferable contu{i- 
ons, the factious endeavours of defigning Men, were curi- 


4 ouſly bent for the ruine of that Sacred order is now hap- 
s| pily eſtabliſhed; they did not only whiſper in corners 


moſt unjuſtly, to the prejudice of thoſe worthy Perſons, 
veſted with that CharaCter, bur inthe face of the Sun ſtaged 


4 them as guilty, of ſuch hellith and atrocious Crimes , the 


moſt profligate wretches in nature , cannot ſo much as 


| think of without fear and horrour : And not only then, buc 
q now alſo how deeply our preſent -Schiſmes are traughted 


with this unchriſtian baggage, were to light a candle to the 


Sun, to indeayour to illuitrate. 
 Sothat we may juſtly endite Schiſm, in that wofull tenor 


wherein Nathan, did David, by the Parable of the poor 


| mans having but one ewe Lamb, which he had brought up 


and nouriſhed, it grew up together with him, and wiih 
his children did eat of his own meat : and drank of his 
0721 cup, it lay in his boſome, and was to him for a 
Dz2nghter. Where we find the fault is exaggerated, not 
ſo much by the mean man's poverty, ( as having but one 
ewe Lamb) as from the dearneſs of it unto him, ( it being his 
Petr and Darling ) We ſhould certainly moſt injuriouſly 
belic our Saviour, it we made thele precepts the oniy 
ſtock of Morality , he hath recommendcd to rhe world; but 

E 3 yet 
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yetfits as ſure, theſe are the doctrines of the moſt effeCtuall y, 
recommendation, thole ſpecial things, which are moſt nears] fc 
ly related ro Chriſtianity, and thar doafford, the Author] g; 
ot irthe moſt immediar delight, and recreation; tor whilsn 
as the reſt like the diſciples, he admits into his retinue x. 
yerttholc as the Apoſtles he makes his intimar friends and] © 
tamiliars, or like the &e/oved Deſczple, he receivs into hig a; 
boſome +: 'Theretore, fince Schiſm\ſtands ſo juſtly charge\ 4 
able as leveling a moſt forcible battery tor the ruine, and} F 
{upplantation_ of rheſe deareſt concerns of Chriſtianity, *irg] ,, 
hardiy conceivable-, what miſerable incenſideration ay - 
thoſe men whomake 1o light of the Spzrit of T/nzty : and] q 
ris certain that nothing lefle then the moſt incurable and| y 
tundamental overturnings can warrant a ſeparation orrup4h 
ture: And it's a matter next to a miracle there ſhould bel g 
any thing in the world, ( if not condemned by Scriptureſh 
inthe plaineſt and moſt down-right terms ) malign*d, which 
isany way fitted tor the preſervation of T/:ty: And ſowel 
come tothe Jaſt particular, thar is rhe neceſlity of Epzſco-| & 
pacy , tor ſupporting themainccncerns of Chriſtianity. 

It cannot be expected Iſhould ſhew Epzſcopacy, hath any « 
immediart influence upon the ſpecial things of our Religir} ;, 
on; this isnotthe nature of government, no more then ith p 
is the nature of the hedge, immcdiately to influence they} ,, 
growth of the Plants, or the maturation of Fruits within - 
the Vineyard; ſo the Subſerviency of Epiſcopacy tor thef , 
ſupporr of Chriſtianity , muſt nor be mcatured by any im 4 
mediation of it'Sinfluence, but from it's aptitude, to keep 27 
out the dangerous Fox, and the deliroying Boar of Schilm,} y 
ſo deſiruttive to the vineyard, | 
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Now that Fpzſcopacy c 4 indiſpenſable for pre. 
tuallyention of this great ill , We need not much to diſpute, 
cars for chis like ag untenced fort, is fairly ycelded up and 
thor] g:antcd; for not only Calvin aſlerts, dilcord tobe the ordi- 
hilg nary reſult of an Eccleſraſtzch equalitie, 26. 4. Jnſtitur, 
weJtiop. 4. Nam. 2. But Feromallo the great pretended Patron 
and] of the cauſe of parity, makes this the occaſion ot the riſe 
higand introduction of Epiſcopacy, Toto orbe decretum at rin ag 
3 anus de Preſeyterts elecFus ſuperponeretur cateris ul Eyagium 
and! Schiſmatim ſermina totlerentur: And again guod autem + 
it] unus eleffus, gui caleris preponeretur in Schiſmatis 
Hy remedium fattum eff, that is; the reaton » why one was 
ndf choſen from among the Preſbyters , and 1cr overthe reſt, 
nd was for the ayoyding of diviſion. Idoubt nor in thelealt, 
UP bur the prevention of Schiſm, was mainly inour Saviour's 

beſ or his Apoſtles proſpe&, in the inſtituting of Fpiſcopacy, 

Ire} but that $7, Ferom means , the Church was govern'd 
cli for a time by parity of officers, and finding that, by experi. 
vel ence, inffectual for the preſervation of unity , they therefore 
'0aÞ of their own accord inſtituted Ep:ſcopacy , as a more a- 
dapted government for that deſigne, there is more then 

If evident reaſon to deny, ſince he himſelf mentions Bzſhops, 

IT in Alexandria,downward from St. Mark the Evangeliſt, 

Itf But however this be, yer it's certain by his account, the 

Ich world faw an evident neceſſity of Fp:ſcopacy, in order to 
1] the prevention of Schiſm, And that there was an univerf. 
CI al concurrence inthe Judgements of all, ot parity it's being 
"| the ſeminary of diviſion: and it's ſeen ſo unavoydably to be 
PI fuch in all ſecular intereſts, that moſt Nations and creatures, 
| wherher reaſonable or unreaſonable are forced to renounce 
| E 4 ; it, 
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it, and how it ſhould alter , # i or influence in EccleJot 
/crſtical concerns is not eaſily accountable. He that deſiregtÞ 
a proof from experience necds be no great hiſtorian *TigW? 
undenyable what ruptures, ſects and diviſions ſprung frog"! 
the ruine of this order, in our neighbour Nation : and wharY4 
diviſions and flames were kindled amongſt our ſeives, tg; 
yarious names and anti-names , are full proots, and indi 
citions , ſo that though rhis glorious order had neithe 
Catholiciſin, nor Antiquiry to procure it veneration, andſ© 
bad nothing to plead in it's vindication from our SayiÞ" 
ours inſtituting an unrepeal'd imparity,amongſt Ecele/tnſtze 
cal Officers , when there was'not ſuch neceility tor it, as 
in aiter ages, When the extraordinary Spirit which acted 
the former, was removed from the world: Though it had 
bur an equal play with it's unjuſt Competitors, to be juſtis 
fied cither by Scripture or tradition ( which nothing but the 
moſt affronted difingenuity of the world can ſuppoſe 
or plcad ) yet if there were no more bur it's fittedneſs to. 
preſerve nity, ( the indeſpenſible pillar of Chriſtiani« 
ty ) what can any competitor, caſt in the contrary ſcale to 
weigh with , or countcr-ballance that one conſideration : 
And though trom this great particular, I will not be bold 
to ſay, that God muſt needs have appointed it, yer it's 
certain they ſeem too evidently toderogate from his wiſdom 
and mercitul care for his Church, who tancy that he hath 
inſtituted another government , not only unfit to keep our, 
but moſt apr to introduce that ill, which is moſt waſting , 
and deſtructive to his vineyard: And what a fair calculation 
iSit, thar God who hath promiſed to be a wal of fire about 
bis Church, would ience it only with an uniufiicient paling 
OL 
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cleJof dry Sticks, ſoapt to kinle amongſt themſelves , and 
iregthrough their mutuall combuſtion do make large gapes , 
Tigwhercat a[l the Boars of the field might conveniently enter. 
{And not to be further tedious upon this ſubject I jhall ad- 
haryance to the laſt thing promiled; a Briet Application, 
as It may poſſibly be expected that having ſaid ſo much of 
.che malignancy of Schiſm5 I ſhould next addreſs my ſelf, 
hegſWith a zealous importunity to thoſe moſt immediatly con- 
ng{ccrned, and in actual commiſſion tor the remedy of this 
. [great ill, to fall upon Criminals , in this kind with the ut- 
- moſt ſeverity; But yet I hope. I ſhall not be judged ſhort of 
he duty I owe to the greatintereſts of Religion, neither 
iſconſtructed as coldly afte&ted to that important and 
oft becoming concern of T/#zty * Though I imploy not » prata 
4] ſelf in ſuch a Labour ; Ir being an unſuitable work for 133. r, 
1 .þn Evangelical Paſtor , ro whet the Sword of juſtice : For 
ve read of a ſevere reproot given by our Saviour to his 
iſciples, when they minded to invoke Heaventor reſent- 
. Þng the unkindly uſage was done to himſelf, and ply the 
eat Judge of all, for puniſhing the ſhamtul inhoſpitality, 
"of the unkindly S:zm2arztanes, ſo alſo, when througha 
repoſterous zeal, the Sword was drawn in the defence of 
he beſt of cauſes, He commanded to pur it up; but we 
d him not , upon any occaſion perſwading to the unſheath- 
ing of it-: And he wasſo far from ſoliciting Juſtice to be 
done upon the Criminal adultereſle, that by a ſtratageme 
of his mercitul wiſdom, he afforded an opportunity tor her 
eſcape, and delivered her from the imminency of thar pre- 
feat danger : And God Almighty allows us nor, to ſollicite 


t:1-1elt tor that very vengeance , his Juſtice muſt needs 
F poure 
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pour forth upon his own, and his Churches, incorrigibk 
enemies: And no doubt, Ir ſmels rankly of an antichriſti : | 
an Spirit, to preſent governours either with the following K 
or ſuch an other addreſle. 


Ctere Jure tuo Ce)ar, ſeffamque Luthert , 
Enſe. rota, Ponts funibus. zgne neca. il 


Ut yet ſccing 'tis not only expedient, but alſo neceſſ,, 
lary tor thoſe intruſted with the juſtice of the Naj{ 
tion, to act more vigorouſly in the execution of it, then *t 
proper for Preachers of mercyTo importune them to: Ther 
fore ( for peoples better preparation, patiently to bear thq 
fruit of their own unaccountable folly, and the more e 
fectual vindication of authority, from rhe loud clamou 
which impatience and ſelf-love 10 uſually make about th 
lighteſt and moſt neceſſary puniſhments ) I am bound t 
ſay, that whatever , Methods (tho favouring of ſharpne 
and ſeverity, ) our Goyernours in their wiſdom ſhall thi 
fit ro fall upon; yet the conſideration of the black natur 
and dangerous conſequenc?s of Schiſm, ſhould work in 
guilty perſons, a peaceable ſubmisſion : and judges too ar 
tully juſtified therein, from the malignancy of Sehiſm t 
diſtemper, the rootedneſs and inveteracy ot itin the Patien 
the long experimented inefficacy of the gentler metho 
for effecting the cure: And what can be reaſonably ex 
pected, from the moſt merciful Judge, or ſhall it lay hi 
open to the leaſt cenſure of inclemency, which in a par 
alel caſe forſcits not to a Phyſician, the charaCter of the mo 
aftetionat and kindly; that when a diſeaſe turns ſo ſtub 
born, as not to yeeld to cordials, pertumes _ - 
atnss 
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gil baths, next to attempt it by lancings, ſcariſyings, cau- 


= ſticks, and inciſions, and ſome other more effectual, tho 
Jleſs pleaſing medicines. For what tollerable patiencecan 
be overcome or what moderate reaſon -can complain , of 
the ſharpeſt courſes may be taken with ſo miſchievous an 
ill, as threatens the extinction of Chriſtianity , and which 
to ſo great a degree hath unhappily effected this amongſt 
<culour ſelves : an ill alſo, which beſides the former , hath 
N & ſprung ſo many mines for the overturning our quict peace 
1 Uy2nd government, and isreſtleſly imploying it ſelf, by dai- 
eraly plots, and repeated ConfPiracies, for the involving all 
our Sacred, and Civil intereſts in one common ruine. 
Fate' ( the very next to the fall of mankind ) which 
none can utter, but he that comprehends the infinite fteli- 
Cities of our preſent eſtabliſhment. A deſigne ! which be- 
dq ſides the blackneſs of its Nature, is infinitely aggravated 
nel from the want of a tentation. All the circumſtances of 
our National condition ( through the incomparable wil- 
dom and graciouſneſs of the beſt of PRINCES, thepru- 
dent managery of Subſt iture Govyernours ( being unde- 
are nyablic ſuch, as ſober men can in modeſty deſire, and 
more, then conſidering Perſons ( who ponder the conſti- 
tution of human aftairs) can reaſonably look for. 
But having already diſcovered Schiim's bad influence 
©xﬀ4J upon Chriſtianity ( which is that by my Text I am di- 
rectly led to ) Ithall not exaggerate the guilt of this fin, 
a4 not ſeem tocxaſperate Rulers againit, it by conſidering the 
many fatal blows it aims againſt the order , quiet peace, 
government, and other National telicities of a people : 
But ſhall now turn to the main end and intendment of this 
| F-2x- diſcourſ:; 
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diſcourſe : which is to ditiwade all perſons from conti} 


nuing or imbarking themſelves in ſuch a wretched courl 
aSis ſo evidently ruinous of the great intereſts of Religi 
on : and it what isalready faid cannot prevail, I fhall on! 
deſire them ſeriouſly to confider with what a rhetoric; 
concern and mighty importunity , the Spirit of God ad 


dreſies them in this particular, Let your Converſation 


( lairh the Apoſtle Phz/. 1. 27.) be ſuch as becometh th 


Golpel &c. That ye ſtand faſt in one Spirit, with one 


mind ſtriving together for the faith of the Goſpel 
And it this ſeem nor ſufficient to import the greatneis and 
neceſſity of the duty, We have himelſe where, Roz. 16, 
17, Uſing expreſſions which fignify a greater concern and 
anxiety. Now T beſeech you Brethren , mark then 
which cauſe diviſions and offences , contrary to th 
Dotrine which you have learned, and avoid themfoui 


they that are ſuch ſerve not our Lord Jeſus Chrift butt 
their own belly, and by good words and fair ſpeeches 


decerue the bearts of the /tmple: And if this allo ſeem 
ſomething too overly, to make people very apprehenſive 


of it's danger, or thoughttul abour ir, We have thej 


Apoſtle for the further awakning of mens conſideration; 
nor only exhorting bur obteſting in this particular , and 
that by the powertul name of our deareſt Saviour. 1 Cor 
1. 10. Tbeſeech you, Brethren, by the name of our Lora 
Jeſus Chrift, that yee all ſpeak the ſame thing, and 
that there be no diviſions amorrg you : but that ye be 
perfectly joyned together in the ſame minde, and in 
the ſame Judgement: «And althoughthe Apoſtle( for the 


'matter ) have nothing more powertul to obreft men by, 
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nt neither is it poſſible to uſe a more forcible conjuration ; 


> 
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yet ſuch a proſpect hath rhe ſpirit of God ; of the incon- 

ccivable miſchief that arifes from diſunion that, he endites 

the pea of the ſame Apoltle to ſuch a Patherick form of 

words, and ſolemnity of expreſſion , as cannot but {tartie 

the molt inconſiderarte, and evidently demonſtrate the in- 

finite zcal and concern which God himicli hath tor our be. 

ing united Ph, 2.1, 2. If there be ary cor fol rtton 11 

| (hrist, if any comfort if love, if any fillowſhip of the 
Spirit, if any bowels , and mercies; fulfill ye my joy, 

that ye belike-minded, haviig the ſame Love, berng of 

one accord, andoneminde. Where by lo many diftercnt 

Phraſes all importing unity, and ſuch a ſolemn obteſiatr 

on towards it, there can be nothing leſs infinuated , then 

that Schiſm is one of the devils moſt principal engines , 

for the ruine of Religion: And fure tfis fo by it's natural 

| tendency (as is already proved) and by his own eompu- 
tation, for after his firſt aſſaulr againſt Chriſtianity, wade 

by fire and ſword, and the keeneſt inſiruments of cruelty 

( managed by the hands of ſuch crue] monſters, as glort- 

| ed in barbarity ) had proven incfte&ual , he gives over 
then to perſecute ; and as the laſt effort of his skill and 

Malice, he betakes himſelf to the dividing of poor Chri- 
ſtians, brings in Arrinus, and ſwarms ot Hceretical and 
dividing Schiſmaticks, by whom ( through the Pride, 
Envy, variance, Strife, Hatred, Contention, Blcc|, 
and many Murders ,which accompanied them, ) Chriſit- 
anity in a little time ſuffered more ſadly in all che main 
concerns of it then by all the arts of perſecution ic had 
done, from Nero to Dzecle/i27. So I ihall conciude this 
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Sermon and ſubject, WAS. Prayer of the Apoſtle Row 
15, 5. Now the God of Patience and Conſolation, grant 
90u io be like-minded one towards another , according 
to Chriſt Feſus ! that ye may in one mind and one mout 
glorifie God, even the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, 
To whom be glory for ever Amen. 
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